
 

 

 

 

Toru Dutt was a pioneering Indian poet, translator, and novelist who played a 

foundational role in Indo-Anglian literature by writing in English and French during 

the 19th century. Born in Calcutta on March 4, 1856, into an illustrious and 

progressive Bengali Christian family, Dutt mastered multiple languages and was 

well-versed in both Western and Indian literary traditions. 

Literary Contributions 

Her major works include "A Sheaf Gleaned in French Fields" (1876), a collection of 

translated French poetry, and "Ancient Ballads and Legends of Hindustan" 

(published posthumously in 1882), which brought stories from Indian epics like the 

Ramayana and Mahabharata to the attention of the Western world. Dutt also 

authored "Le Journal de Mademoiselle d'Arvers," the first novel written by an Indian 

in French. Her poetry is renowned for themes such as loneliness, longing, patriotism, 

and nostalgia, as well as for blending Western literary forms with Indian mythology 

Early Life and Education 

As the youngest child of Govin Chandra Dutt and Kshetramoni Mitter, Toru was 

educated at home and later traveled to England and France for further studies. Her 

upbringing in an intellectually vibrant environment allowed her to develop an early 

and deep appreciation for literature from multiple cultures. 

Legacy 

Despite her brief life—she died of tuberculosis at the age of 21 in 1877—Toru Dutt 

left behind an influential body of work that established her as one of India’s first 

global literary voices, paving the way for future generations of writers. Today, she is 

remembered as a trailblazer who successfully introduced Indian legends and themes 

to a global readership through her mastery of language and poetic style. 

Her contributions continue to be celebrated, and Toru Dutt is regarded as the first 

Indian woman to write original works in both English and French and as a key figure 

in the cultural renaissance of 19th-century Bengal. 
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